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Beacon Community Services Steps Up to the Plate for Vulnerable Meals on Wheels Clients
Victoria, BC – September 2, 2008 – Beacon Community Services (BCS) has assumed responsibility for the Meals on Wheels program (MOW), which was previously operated by Silver Threads. The initial service will focus on the 107 MOW clients funded by VIHA, who are also Home Support clients of BCS. Once the program is running smoothly for these clients (most likely in 3 months), it will open to referrals from the general public.
Derek Chow, Chair of Beacon Community Services’ Board of Directors stated, “We are very pleased to add Meals on Wheels to the growing roster of vital programs and services that Beacon Community Services already offers to our community. I’d like to thank Silver Threads – and their many volunteers – for providing the information and support necessary to continuing the program. Meals on Wheels fits in perfectly with our mission to promote independence and self-sufficiency with dignity, respect and compassion. I know that the Board and staff of Beacon are committed to working with Meals on Wheels volunteers to ensure a smooth transition.”  

The service will differ slightly from the former Silver Threads service. Clients will receive either a daily hot meal or a week-long supply of frozen meals, depending on their need. Clients will also have the ability to customize their own menu to include meals that they prefer.
In the long run, Meals on Wheels will operate from a central location, but taking into consideration how vital this service is to so many people, the space and support of St. Peter’s Lakehill Anglican Church has been secured for the time being. BCS is very grateful to the Rev. John Macquarrie and his parish council for their support.
Beacon Community Services is a community-based, non-profit, social, health, employment and housing services agency serving residents of the Capital Regional District.  It has a strong family of employees and volunteers who are committed to meeting the social, emotional and physical needs of the community, providing support in an atmosphere of respect, understanding and compassion.  They are truly “people helping people,” and have proudly been doing so since 1974.  
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